


They Call Us is a literary magazine created by powerful women 
and gender minorities wanting to empower other women and 
gender minorities. Using media, art, and literature as a means 
to inspire, They Call Us wants to tell the everyday struggles of  

women and gender minorities from around the world. 

The purpose of  art is to create change, so They Call Us works 
to unite artists to tell the stories of  those that are normally 
silenced. Our goal is to ignite conversation and encourage 
people of  all ages, races, sexualities, genders, nationalities, 

abilities, and the like to share their stories. They Call Us wishes 
to diversify the messages we see online and change the dialogue 
to give credibility to all of  us who have felt helpless and lacking 

a credible voice.

Due to the nature of  this edition, all content will 
center on the theme of  abortion. Topics surround-
ing fetal development, religion, and politics will be 
discussed throughout. If  you or someone you know 
is looking for abortion care, please see page 26 for 

resources and help.

They Call Us seeks to tell the stories of  any and all 
who wish to share them. Sometimes these stories, 
while important to listen to, can be hard to hear. 

Above all else, please take care of  yourself. 

Thank you for reading.

A NOTE TO OUR READERS 
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Artwork titled “Undercover”  
by Breslin Bell

Objects for estrogen-related pills and surgeries populate the 
background of  a traditional-style wallpaper pattern depicting 
plants used to regulate reproductive systems i.e. mugwort, Queen 
Anne’s lace, and camomile. The object’s functions span an array 
of  contraceptives, PrEP/PEP for HIV/AIDS, medication and 
in-clinic abortion, gender- or reproductive-related surgeries, and 
hormone therapy for gender affirmation, fertility, or menopausal 
needs. The title “Undercover” nods specifically to historical and 
contemporary services for womxn seeking safe, affordable, illegal 
abortions. 



FOReword
By Ethan Leventhal and Morgan Kail-Ackerman
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On June 24th, 2022, the landmark decision of  Roe v. Wade was 
overturned in the United States, creating outrage across the country 
and the rest of  the world. The right of  women to make a decision 
about their own bodies and the legality of  abortion were left to the 
individual states. This made people who can get pregnant around the 
country fear what the future held. What else would be taken away 
from us? How many states would take away bodily autonomy? When 
would pregnant people have a decision about their own body? This 
was a terrifying moment in the United States that has continued to 
cause stress and anxiety around the world about women’s rights, and 
the rights of  all minorities. Are we heading toward taking rights away 
from people, despite all the other positive movements forward? 

Worldwide, there has been a trend moving towards a more liberal and 
free world. In most countries, abortion laws have changed throughout 
the years. Since 1994, nineteen countries in Africa have improved 
their abortion laws. In Europe, 95% of  people can get a legal abor-
tion. When Argentina passed legalization in December of  2020, a lot 
of  other countries in Central and Latin America followed suit, leaving 
only seven countries to have criminalized abortions under any circum-
stance. In Asia, there are seventeen countries that allow abortion. 

Of  course, there is always more change that needs to happen. The 
following countries are places that still have abortion illegal for any 
reason, even if  it threatens the safety of  the pregnant person: Iraq, 
Laos, the Philippines, Hondurus, Nicaragua, Madagascar, Egypt, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Poland, and many others. Hondurus is so against 
abortion that, in 2021, they changed their constitution to prevent the 
legalization of  abortion. 

But there are other countries that really are making way for positive 
laws to protect bodily autonomy. Cuba is a great example of  this. 
They have had legal abortion since 1965, even before the original Roe 
v Wade case, and abortion is free through Cuba’s single-payer health 
care system. Countries that the western world fears and propagandiz-
es, such as Vietnam, China, and Cambodia still have laws protecting 
abortion’s legality. By some reports, even North Korea does. 

What makes Roe v. Wade in the United States a disaster is the trend 
worldwide to make a more free world. So many countries have tak-
en steps forward to make a world that supports free choice. The US 
boasts that we are the “land of  the free,” the country that supports 
anyone, that we are superior with our freedom and our rights of  
the people. However, the United Statesis one of  only three coun-
tries worldwide that have rolled abortion rights back (Milanich and 
Vacarezza, 2022). It is devastating for the American people to know 
that a first world country, especially a so-called global world power like 
the United States, would so diminish their rights. 

It’s time to step up, feminists. It’s time for us to go to the streets and 
advocate for states to codify legal abortion. Some states have taken 
huge strides to protect people’s choices and we need to work together 
to make sure that this stays true. It’s up to the people to fight for their 
right to choose. 

Sources: 

https://reproductiverights.org/maps/worlds-abortion-laws/?category[1348]=1348
https://www.statista.com/chart/27472/abortion-legal-status-african-countries-timeline/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23992026211040023
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/explainer-abortion-rights-latin-america, https://www.ncregister.com/
cna/what-do-abortion-laws-look-like-in-latin-america-here-s-a-country-by-country-map
https://www.guttmacher.org/sites/default/files/factsheet/ib_aww-asia.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/jun/27/explainer-abortion-laws-australia-is-it-le-
gal-illegal-rights
https://www.fpnsw.org.au/factsheets/individuals/abortion/law-abortion-nsw

https://reproductiverights.org/maps/worlds-abortion-laws/?category[1348]=1348
https://www.statista.com/chart/27472/abortion-legal-status-african-countries-timeline/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23992026211040023
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/explainer-abortion-rights-latin-america, https://www.ncregister.com/
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/explainer-abortion-rights-latin-america, https://www.ncregister.com/
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Artwork titled “SHE”  
by Jessica Gentile

This piece is a channeled painting from Lilith, the demon-
ized (first) woman. The energy embodies the rage and 
the death of  the oppression of  women and their bodies. 
The banshee screams and death of  the oppression on the 
female body heralds its horn. Rebirth of  a new age for the 
Divine Feminine is coming with full rage and death.



I  Think about Dark Matter the 

Week after Roe v. Wade Is Over-

turned
By Brittney Corrigan
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Artwork titled “Bans Off My Body”  
by Adrienne Berkland

Astronomers say it’s the darkness that holds
us together, binds the bright stars to our edges

so they cannot be lost. Invisible scaffolding
we know only by its pull on what we can see,

our bodies just ordinary matter tethered
in place. Galaxies need the darkness to forge

stars, feed on its abundance. We accept
that it exists, blink our hearts at the dark

energy that collides against our chests. We
stand amongst particulate ghosts, press back

against what presses us down. It’s the darkness
that draws and yokes us. But we are luminous.

Visible. We will choose how our bodies 
constellate no matter the terrible weight.  
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Source: https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1472-6874-13-29
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why women get abortions
By Megan Harris

Society accuses women of  using abortions as birth control, as if  an abortion is casual. We wanted to Society accuses women of  using abortions as birth control, as if  an abortion is casual. We wanted to 
get back to the facts. This study interviewed over a thousand abortion patients over a wide range de-get back to the facts. This study interviewed over a thousand abortion patients over a wide range de-
mographics. We loved that this study took into account that abortion patients rarely have one reason mographics. We loved that this study took into account that abortion patients rarely have one reason 
for choosing an abortion. We depict a complete image of  the reasons women give for this choice. for choosing an abortion. We depict a complete image of  the reasons women give for this choice. 

Financial Reasons

Timing

Partner

Other children

Interfere with future opportunities 

Health

Not prepared

Friends or family

Don’t want a baby

Other



14 15

Today, it is hard to look at abortion and not see it as a religious 
issue. Evangelical Christians, predominantly Catholic, on the 
right have made it this: having turned many elections recently into 
one-issue decisions. When considering this, the June 24th vote may 
not have been a surprise. Seven of  the Supreme Court justices are 
Catholic – and besides Obama-appointed Sonia Sotomayor, each 
voted to overturn Roe v Wade. Of  the remaining two, Elena Ka-
gan is Jewish, and Ketanji Brown Jackson is protestant. Both voted 
in favor of  keeping abortion as a federal right. 

In any one religion or faith, there is no centralized ruling on abor-
tion (Mehta, 2022). There are Christians across the US who are 
pro-choice – just like Sonia Sotomayor – and atheists and agnostics 
who vote conservative solely because they are pro-life. For Evan-
gelical Christians throughout history, it was not even a noticeable 
majority who opposed abortion. 50 years ago, Evangelicals were 
largely indifferent on abortion. A statement from the Southern 
Baptist Church’s former president W.A. Criswell read,

 “I have always felt that it was only after a child was born and had 
a life separate from its mother that it became an individual per-
son… and it has always, therefore, seemed to me that what is best 
for the mother and for the future should be allowed.” (Balmer, 
2014).

Christianity Today also felt the need to make a comment that 
same year, saying that justifications for abortion such as “individual 
health, family welfare, and social responsibility” were valid. (Balm-
er, 2014). 

I  was not bapitzed
By Ethan Leventhal

Artwork titled “Feminist Christmas Miracle”  
by Tanya Wischerath
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Abortion has only more recently become tied to religion. Many 
different reports have questioned why, some citing different inter-
pretations of  religious text, but others look at something far more 
ominous. In an attempt to make many religious voters staunchly 
conservative, efforts were made by the Republican party of  the 
United States to make voting a one-policy issue (Lewis 2017). 
Either you voted Republican, or you supported the act of  murder-
ing babies; there is no in between or gray area. McKeegan (1993) 
discusses how, even almost 30 years ago, Republicans were using 
scare tactics and language coding to succeed in that very polarizing 
political tactic. As we’ve seen, this has paid off in the US: destruc-
tively and catastrophically. 

The result, however, of  using religious expression as an argument 
for why abortion should not be legal, may not be as soundproof  
as they expect. Across the world, even in conservative states like 
Israel, the Roe v. Wade reversal has seen a significant shift towards 
expanding abortion rights – sometimes in line with the faith of  the 
country (Rubin, 2022). 

This same phenomenon has been seen in two different states. In 
Kentucky, three Jewish women are suing the state because they 
claim the new laws violate their religious freedom (Shimrom, 2022). 
In Florida, a synagogue is doing the same (NPR, 2022). One inter-
pretation of  this shift can be linked back to Jewish religious texts. 
In the Hebrew Bible, Exodus 21:22-25 draws a clear line between 
the murder of  a human being and causing an abortion (Brandeis, 
2022). In the Talmud, fetuses are characterized as “mere water” 
and – although not as progressive – allow abortions for any reason 
up to 40 days, and after if  the pregnant person’s health is at risk. 
That said, just as not all Christian people are pro-life, Jewish people 
are not monolithic. Orthodox and Conservative Jewish opinions 
are split – but Reform and Reconstruction Jewish opinions say that, 
no matter the reason, it is in the hands of  the pregnant individual 
(Brandeis, 2022). 
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We can only wait and see how these lawsuits play out. It is not 
hard to imagine – probably because it is an image that has already 
played out countless times – that the Republican party will not be 
at all consistent with their application of  laws. It will simply be 
another complaint from the left, swatted aside by people who have 
never once dreamed of  voting differently, and only succeeding in 
furthering the chasm between the parties – and, of  course, restrict-
ing pregnant people’s right to an abortion.

However, it is also not hard to see a world where non-Christian 
places of  worship become enclaves, safe havens for people seeking 
an abortion. It is not hard to see a world where, similar in legality 
to Native American casinos, people need not travel across state 
lines, and sometimes across the country, for an abortion, but only 
to their local synagogue. For all the controversy around religion in 
this country, it is comforting to know that some religious opinions 
are not so archaic. It is comfortable to know that some religions are 
fighting for us. 

And, if  this ruling also serves to stoke the fans of  hatred between 
the two major parties, can we ask ourselves: do we really want the 
support of  those who have shown that, at a moment’s notice, they 
would rather create lies and hate instead of  body autonomy? 



Under His Watchful Eye
By Gabby Gilliam

They strip us of  autonomy 
scrape layers of  independence 
from our skin until we are raw 
injustice pulsing from wounds 
until viscous grievance clots 
beneath our flesh and we carry 
bruises like badges of  regression.

Artwork titled “Aries”  
by Emily Wangerin
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A life cast of  hands pairs together two acts 
made with one’s hands—masturbation and 
the sign of  the cross. “Edging / crossing” 
confronts the many bigoted and misogynistic 
beliefs and regulations around masturba-
tion, fornication, queerness, use of  any form 
of  contraception, and abortion. Pleasure is 
in your own hands. Choice is in your own 
hands.

Artist Statement

Artwork titled “Edging / crossing”  
by Breslin Bell
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Factual Prenatal Development
By Kailah Peters (KP)

There is a lot of  misinformation about the stages of  prenatal 
development. These lies can scare pregnant people into be-
lieving the fetus can feel pain or be viable much earlier on in 
the process than is accurate. Even the way time is measured 
for pregnancy is misleading. Pregnancy is measured from the 
first day of  your last period (before you are even pregnant!). 
Six weeks of  pregnancy is closer to four weeks of  actual devel-
opment.

We all deserve to know the truth. We scoured the internet, 
research papers and textbooks to inform our readers so that 
you, the person living with the consequences, can make the 
best decision possible with the most accurate information. 
Forget the lies you’ve read on billboards by the highway, below 
is an accurate and factual portrayal of  prenatal development.

Germinal Stage - 0-2 weeks

This stage begins when the sperm and egg cell unites. Togeth-
er, they form a single cell called a zygote. In the next 1 to 2 
days, the zygote will begin dividing into multiple cells through 
the process of  mitosis. This processes is very fragil, fewer than 
half  of  all zygotes survive the first two weeks. Many people 
will never know they made it this far in the pregnancy process. 

If  the zygote survives this, it will begin the process of  implan-
tation. Only after implantation is successful will your hor-
mones begin to change, stopping your period and bringing 
about pregnancy symptoms.
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embryonic stage - 3-8 weeks

Like the name suggests, this is the stage where the embryo de-
velops. During this time, cells begin to differentiate and organs 
begin to form. It is still very early, and the embryo looks more 
like a tadpole than a human. By the end of  this stage, the em-
bryo will be about 1 to 1.5 inches long. 

Laws like the heartbeat bill can lead people into believing the 
embryo has developed a heart and brain at this stage. Many 
doctors agree that is misleading. The embryo has developed 
the beginning of  what will become a heart, but it is far from 
it. The heartbeat heard in ultrasounds is actually an electrical 
pulse translated into sound. According to the American Col-
lege of  Obstetricians and Gynecologists, it’s not until around 
17 to 20 weeks, when the four chambers of  the heart have de-
veloped and can be detected on an ultrasound, that the term 
heartbeat is accurate.

fetal stage - 9 weeks - birth

It is during this time that growth and development are really 
starting to take off. By 9 weeks, the organism is referred to as a 
fetus and is about the size of  a kidney bean. By 12 weeks, the 
fetus has all it’s body parts and will start to grow hair, nails, 
and teeth. Through the 4th and 6th month of  development, 
the fetus will begin to hear and develop reflexes like hiccuping. 
At 24 weeks the fetus can feel pain. It is also around this point 
(22 to 26 weeks of  development) that the fetus has reached the 
age of  viability and has a chance to survive outside the womb.
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Voice and choice
Artwork by Debbie Gibbs
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This piece was created after the 
Supreme Court struck down Roe v. 

Wade. I used giant lipstick-colored lips 
to symbolize women’s voices. I used 
red, white and blue to symbolize the 

United States and its Constitution. 
The shouts of  “My Body, My Choice” 

remind us that women have lost 
ground in being able to enjoy 
the full benefits outlined in the 
Constitution. Women need to be 
loud and forceful in continuing to 
make themselves heard as equal 
citizens in this country.

Artist     Statement
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how women get abortions
By Megan Harris
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You think you may be pregnant. 
All good, remain calm. If you had 
sex last night and think your pro-
tection was not up to snuff, then 
you can get Plan B.

start

Don’t panic, you can actually take the pill 
up to five days after unprotected sex. It 
has a 75-89% effective rate if  taken within 
three days of  unprotected sex. Plan B and 
the Morning After Pill are brands; the 
actual hormone you are taking is levo-
norgestrel. There are multiple versions of  
this medication so just look for one that 
has that hormone. The pill is very safe and 
has minimal side effects, most commonly 
upset stomach, tenderness, and dizziness. 
Your next period may look different as 
well but this is normal. You can take a 
pregnancy test three weeks after you take 
the pill. You can get it over the counter, 
without a prescription at most pharmacy 
stores.

getting plan B

Okay, so the pill didn’t work out or it was 
not an option.

You are still okay, don’t worry. Next step 
would be to take a pregnancy test. Those 
are also available over the counter at 
most pharmacy stores (yay).

cannot get plan B

So you’ve seen the big “positive” 
sign. You are still okay. Breathe, 
hon. Your next move is to decide if  
you would like to have a baby. It is 
YOUR decision, don’t let anyone 
convince you otherwise. YOU and 
only you can choose whether or not 
to have a baby. This does not need 
to be a personal, political decision of  
if  you are “pro-life” or “pro-choice” 
- this is about figuring out what is 
best for you in this moment. See 
how you feel, maybe talk to some 
close friends and family. Anyone 
who you feel you can trust to help 
guide you in this situation. 

seeing the positive sign

Congrats! We are so proud of  you and 
the journey you are about to go on!

decide to keep

decide to abort

Alright, you’ve decided not to have a 
baby. If  it feels right to you, then it is the 
right choice. The next step is to find an 
abortion clinic. Planned Parenthood is an 
amazing resource with non-judgemental 
experts to help guide you through this. 
You can use this link to find your nearest 
clinic. This hotline also has information 
about miscarages and abortions if  you 
need it. The next big thing is to avoid “cri-
sis pregnancy centers.” These are NOT 
healthcare centers designed to help you. 
They use shame and fear at a time when 
you are vulnerable. Toxic clinic, walk the 
other way. There are two main paths for 
an abortion: self-managed and through a 
doctor. Let’s explore both on the next page.

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/get-care
https://www.mahotline.org/


Abortion Pill In-clinic Abortion

You can take the abortion pill at home. Let’s say that 
one more time: you can take the abortion pill at home 
HOWEVER, you will need to meet with a nurse or 
doctor. A medical professional will help you deter-
mine if  a pill will work best for your body and instruct 
you on how to use it. An abortion pill will take about 
24-hours to complete the abortion. The pill will cause a 
lot of  bleeding and cramping for a few days. DO NOT 
take Asprin with the pill because it can cause more 
bleeding. You can use a heating pad or bubble bath for 
the pain. 

Prep your space and mental health with some movies, 
books, and snacks to pass the time. For more informa-
tion about what abortion pills actually do to your body 
and how it performs the abortion read here. Money is 
a thing. So, let’s look at how much the pill can cost. An 
abortion pill can cost up to $800 but will vary based on 
your health insurance and state. On average an abor-
tion pill from Planned Parenthood costs about $580. 
Maybe the pill is not the move for you, that’s okay! 

The word “abortion” can sound very scary, so let’s start by 
reassuring you that most in-clinic abortions are in-office pro-
cedures which means you do NOT need surgery. Some clinic 
can help you get an abortion as soon as you get a possitive 
pregnancy test, others suggest waiting until week 5-6. In-clinic 
abortions are 99-100% effective and some women find comfort 
in having the procure done by a medical professional. Now 
here is the really impressive part, while the abortion pill can 
take 24 hours, an in-clinic service can take 5-10 minutes!

Okay there are two main types of  in-clinic abortions. The first 
is a suction abortion. You read that correctly, a suction abor-
tion. In this case a medical professional will use a small vacu-
um like device to literally just suck the baby out. These can be 
done anytime before weeks 14-16. The other type of  in-clinc 
abortion is a dialation & evacuation (D&E) procedure where 
a doctor will use suction and medical tools to empty the uter-
us. These are most commonly used for pregnancies that have 
progressed further than 16 weeks. 

As we said before, money is a thing. We really wanted to offer 
a list of  health cares that cover abortions, but like my career 
goals, it’s complicated. Unfortunately, it varies a lot by state, 
insurance policy, and employer. Just know that you do have 
options and there are services that can help you cover the cost. 
Such services are linked below and more are available on a 
state by state basis. 

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/abortion/the-abortion-pill/how-does-the-abortion-pill-work
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-illinois/patient-resources/abortion-services/financial-information


The concept of  a witch originated from a societal fear and hatred of  

independent women. Any woman who dared to challenge societal or-

der, to not have children, to take up work outside the home, to think 

for herself  was tortured and burned. Though the punishment is less 

explicit, the hatred of  the witch remains. 

In defiance of  this stigma, we are reclaiming the word. We are witch-

es and the Coven Congress is our little sabbath. For each edition, 

we gather witches from all walks of  life to talk about our experienc-

es, opinions, and ideas. Next, we let the discussion inspire content 

included in They Call Us. Coven Congress allows us to amplify the 

voices of  a variety of  women and gender minorities so the world can 

hear and learn from our tales.

Special thanks to our Coven Congress participants, for bravely shar-

ing their stories and allowing us to use them as inspiration, and for 

pretending to put pants on after a long Zoom work day so we could 

safely debunk the patriarchy from the comfort of  our homes.

COVEN CONGRESS
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They Call Us is a not-for-profit organization. To fund our magazine, we’ve 
created a Patreon page and a merch shop. By donating through Patreon you 
will receive exclusive invites to Coven Congress, Patreon only merch, sneak 
peeks into upcoming editions, and access to a feminist only discord group. 
Please consider donating on our Patreon, purchasing merch online, or just 
sharing this magazine with friends.

They Call Us is a passion project for our team members and, although we 
do not make any money through the zine, it helps our organization to host 
events, donate to other feminist causes, and support our contributing writers 
and artists. 

OUR PATREON

OUR TEAM

Morgan Kail Ackerman
Designer

Kailah Peters (KP)
Editor & Treasurer

Meg Harris
Social Media

Asko Skladany
Illustrator

http://patreon.com/theycallus
http://theycallus.com/shop


@they.call.us
theycallus.com

If  you’re interested in submitting work for our next edition, please 
email us at theycalluszine@gmail.com or visit our website at 
theycallus.com.

Thank you for reading!


